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August of this year, And yet the most recent publication of the World Council is 

a ten year survey of its activities and development. Under the title of "The Ten 

Formative Years"! = 1938-1948 - the General Secretary of the Council, Dr W.A.Visser 
't Hooft has packed into eighty pages under twenty different headings, one of the 

most exciting stories of modern Church history. 


One could only wish that three of the chapters might have been given much more 
space, namely those dealing with the "Origins't, "The Years of War" and "The Post- 
War Years"', The twelve pages dealing with these subjects whet one's appetite for 
the entire story from the same author, 


Tribute is paid in this booklet to those God-given ecumenical leaders who . 
during these ten years were taken from us - Archbishop Willian fenple, Dr William 
Paton, Dr William Adams Brown, Dr J. Ross Stevenson, Bishop George Craig Stewart, 
and Pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer. 


Nowhere else will one find a clearer, or more concise, picture of the programme 
of Reconstruction and Inter-Church Aid, including the work among Refugees and a 
Prisoners of War, than in the sixteen pages devoted to these subjects. The origin- 
al list of six types of reconstruction projects grew quickly to twenty-one, most of 
which are briefly described in these pages. 


The chapter with a headline story deals with one of the most dynait.o and hope~ 
ful movenents in the Church, that of lay-training., The gift of one-half million 
dollars for the Ecumenical Institute at Chateau de Bossey by John De Rockefeller 
Jr, made this movement possible, Under its Director, Prof. Hendrik Kraemer, the 
Ecumenical Church has in Bossey not only a Laboratory for experimentation in lay- 
training, but a centre for the generation of new life in the Church, 


A brief financial report covering the years 1939-1947 telis the story not only 
of the development of the work of the Council, but also indicates the increased 


giving on part of the Churches. 
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The final pages list the Members of the Provisional Committee and the Members 
of the Secretariat, 


In its introduction Dr Visser 't Hooft writes: "...If we have learned anything 
in these ten years it is surely that the Council can only have a promise and only 
have significance for its member Churches if it responds to the Spirit which renews 
the life of the Church, if its own life is a manifestation of that renewal, and if 
all its activities are conceived as a ministry for the building up of the Church 
of Christ,. That is why the fundamental orientation of the work described in the 
following pages is and must be increasingly toward the rebirth of the Church. We 
hope that the readers of this report will detect that notein and through the facts 
and figures concerning the tasks acmmplished during the years of formation", 


The booklet can be obtained at the Secretariat of the World Council of Churches, 
17 route de Malagnou, Geneva. Price; 2/*; 50 cents; Sw.fr. 2e- E.P.S,Geneva 


Vatican's Official Pronowncement on Participation in Ecumenical 
Meetings 


The Supreme Sacred Congregation of the Holy Office of which the Pope is the 
Prefect has issued a "Warning" which appears in Latin in the "Osservatore Romano" 
of June 6, 1948, The full text in Latin is: | 


"Cum compertum sit variis in locis, contra Sacrorum Canonum praescripta et sine 
praevia S. Sedis venia, mixtos conventus acatholicorum cum catholicis habitos © 
fuisse, in quibus de rebus fidei tractatum est, omnibus in memoriam revocatur ad 
norman canonis 1325 § 3 prohibitum esse, quominus his conventibus intersint, sine 
praedicta venia, cum laici, tum clerici sive saeculares sive religiosi, Multo 
autem minus catholicis licitum est huiusmodi conventus convocare et instituere. | 
Quapropter Ordinarii urgeant, ut haec praescripta ab omnibus adamussim serventur. 


"Quae quidem potiore jure observanda sunt, cum agitur de conventibus, quos 
Toecumenicos' vocant, quibus catholici, sive laici sive clerici, sine S, Sedis 
praevio consensu, nullo modo interesse possunt, 


"Cum vero, tum in praedictis conventibus tum extra ipsos, etiam actus mixti 
cultus haud raro positi fuerint, denuo omnes monentur quamlibet in sacris communi- 
cationem ad normam canonum 1258 et 731, § 2, omnino prohibitam esse, Datum Romae, 
ex Aedibus S, Officii, die 5 iuni 1948," 


* * % 


This is the translation prepared by E.P.sS. 


"Since it appears that in various places, contrary to the prescriptions of the 
Sacred Canons and without previous permission of the Holy Sec, mixed meetings have 
been held of non-Catholics with Catholics, in which matters of faith have been 
dealt with, all are reminded of the norm of canon 1325, § 3, that it is forbidden 
to take part in such meetings whether for laymen or priests belonging to the secular 
clergy or religious orders, without previous authorisation, It is even much less 
permissible for Catholics to call and organise such meetings. Therefore the 
diocesan bishops should urge that these prescriptions be observed strictly by all. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 | 


https://archive.org/details/eni-bulletin. 1948-06-11. 15 23 
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"These prescriptions must be observed even more strictly when meetings which 
are called ‘ecumenical! are concernetl, in which Catholics, laymen or priests, can- 
not participate in any way without the previous permission of the Holy See. Since 
even, both in the aforementioned meetings and outside these meetings, common acts 
of worship have quite often been arranged, all are warned once more that any commune 
10n in sacred matters is altogether forbidden according to the norm of canon 1258 
and 731, § 2. Given in Rome, at the Holy Office. June 5, 1948," 


te 


£ * 3 
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Editorial al Comments- The importance of this declaration will be clear to all 
who have followed ecumenical developments, Just as the beginnings of ecumenical 
activities in the conferences at Stockhulm and Lausanne becane the occasion for 
the Encyclica "Mortaliun Animos", in 1928, so the intensification of ecumenical 
activity leading up to the Assembly of the World Council of Churches now becomes 
the occasion for an even more definite statement concerning the practical implica~ 
tions of the Roman Catholic attitude to Christian unity, 


The imnediate consequences would seem to be that the informal conferences and 
study groups between Roman Catholics and members of other confessions which have 
becone customary in several countries will have to be discontinued and that Roman 
Catholics will not be allowed to participate as unofficial observers in meetings 
of the ecumenical movement and that no other meetings between Roman Catholics and 
nonRoman Catholics can be held except those in which participation is explicitly 
authorised by the Vatican and which have tnerefore amore or less official 


character, HeP.S.Geneva 
CHINA Message to All Christians in China 


The National Christian Council of China has sent the following message to all 
Christians in Chinas 


'Dear beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ - At this time of stress and 
crisis, we are constrained by Christian love to send to you a special word of com- 
fort and of exhortation. We are one Body in Christ and the sufferings of those of 
our number who are in want or are oppressed, the danger of those in wareswept 

areas, the perplexities of those to whom their right course of action is not yet 
clear, the spirit of hopelessness whuch is so generally prevalent, these are 
matters of the deepest concern to us all. In addressing such a situation, we have 
no desire to set forth our human opinions; our solemn duty is to seck to know and 
proclaim the word which God is speaking to us. We have waited upon Him; oe have 
prayed and pondered long: this is the message which we spea& in our Master 's Name. 


"Let us take courages- 'Lift up your hearts', brethren! Christ never promised 
us freedom from trials or suffering; He offers us the victory which overcomes the 
world, We have no faith in the processes of history; we have an implicit trust 
in the Lord of History, whose judgments are abroad in the earth, Again and again 
the Church has been refined in times like these. Not even the gates of hell, as 
Christ declared, can ultimately prevail against ner. Fear not for the Church; 
fear only lest we prove ourselves unfaithful. God can never fail; as His Spirit 
calls the world-wide Church into a closer fellowship, we glimpse anew His purpose 
to ‘sum up all things in Christ', Let us individually re-dedicate ourselves to the 
service of that holy will, ‘casting all our care upon Him, for He careth for us', 
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"Let us witnesss- At all times the Christian has the supreme privilege and duty 
of witnessing for His Lord. In times like these the opportunity for witness is 
especially great. For this, let us praise the Lord. Although as individuals Christ- 
ians rightly enter the political arena, the Church of Christ can never identify it- 
self with any political party; we must obey God alone. We must never shirk our 
respousibilities as citizens of that country to which we belong; we must, however, 
seek God's guidance not only as to the ends we seek through our activity, but also 
as to the means we employ in seeking them; in all alike we are to express the 
spirit of Christ. 


"In our present circumstances, there are two special tasks of witness to which 
we call upon all our brethren to exercise the utmost fidelity. First we must 
strenuously maintain man's liberty to worship and serve God according to his con- 
science, Many are the martyrs who have already laid down their lives in this 
glorious cause; their blood has been the seed of the Church. Let no man take 
from us the joy of openly confessing Christ our Saviour, Secondly we must not 
only rejoice in every endeavour towards political and economic justice, but must 
ourselves practise these things, Let us in the sight of Christ, whose care was 
ever for the poor and afflicted, the outcast and oppressed, examine our own mode 
of living, our personal relationships, the fulfilment of our vocation, the running 
of our business or factory, the conduct of governmental affairs, and ask whether in 
these spheres we are glorifying God by showing true Christian love. ‘Let us be 
doers of the word, and not hearers only', 


"Let us seek God's grace;- God calls us now as ever to confess our sins and re- 
pent of our failures, to cast ourselves upon the redeeming mercy of our Saviour, to 
watch and pray, to maintain the unity of the Spirit, and to manifest love by mutual 
help and care, His guidance will not fail if we seek it in loyal faith; His grace 
will more than meet our needs. 


"To our Father's care we commit one another; to the wholeheerted fellowship of 
Christ we dedicate ourselves afresh and in the one Spirit we find our eternal fel- 
lowship. God's peace be with you all,! EePede Geneva 


Round Table Conference of Christian Politicians 


Some twenty-five experts on different aspects of political and international 
life, chiefly from Europe, took part in an informal round-table conference of Christ- 
ian Politicians held at the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey from June 2 to 5, and 
convened by the Study Department of the World Council of Churches, It followed the 
pattern established at the Ecumenical Institute of drawing together Christians en- 
gaged in a particular profession for consultation about how to embody their Christ= 
ian faith in secular life. 


In the opening address, the chairman, Professor H. Kraemer, emphasised the 
strategic function of such lay groups in re-thinking the distinctive witness of the 
Church in a society which is being increasingly politicised. Christianity bears 
witness to God's dealing with the whole world, and not merely with the individual 
‘soul, In that sense the religion of the Bible is a "political" religion, 
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Professor Eduard Heimann, Dean of the new School of Social Research, New York, 
in a survey of the factors in the international tension, suzgested that, since 
modern society substituted natural reason for that personal responsibility to God 
and man proclaimed by Christianity, the result coming with the inexorable logic of 
vengeance, has been the anarchy of individualism and the despotism of collectivism, 
These confront each other today in the two super-states, whose rivalry threatens 
to end civilisation, 


Dr C.L. Patijn, Councillor of the Ministry of Economic Affairs, Holland, in an 
introductory address on the social and economic disorder of soeicty, pointed out 
that, for the first time the Churches are facing together the frmdamental disinte- 
gration of society which has bcen brought about by the development of modern tech- 
nical civilisation, Not only do we witness a serious lack of balance in the social-' 
economic structure of society, but our technical age has deeply disturbed also the 
substance of human life itself, Our task is to shape a more responsible society, 
in which anonymous economic and technical forces no longer have such great opport- 
unities to influence human life, end in which personal relations can be restored. 
The Christian Church should examine the ethical aspects of these problems and judge 
then in the light of Biblical testimony and Christian experience. 


Mr. Martin Wight, research historian, Royal Institute of International Affairs, 
London, in an introductory address on the Christian position in the face of the 
tension between Soviet Russia and the West, emphasised that this tension was in- 
soluble on the human plane, and carried with it the obvious and imminent danger of 
ware The world crisis since 1933 was terrifying when regarded from the standpoint 
of secular liberalism, since it reduced history to meaninglessness and could only 
lead to despair. The Christian Church is the only body which is equipped to handle 
and interpret this situation, proclaiming it as a judgnent, a unique opportunity 
for repentance, and a reminder of the ever present imminence of the Second Coming 
of Christ. 


In the course of the conference the General Secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, Dr Visser 't Hooft, gave an account of ‘the immense tasks facing the 
Assembly at Amsterdam. 


The conference gave expression to the conviction that the Christian Church 
cannot accept the false politiccl and international alternatives, which dominate 
the world scene today. It carries responsibility before God for all nations, races, 
classes and régimes, and must therefore bear testimony in every situation to God's 
will of reconciliation and of justice, This calls first of all fer repentance and 
renewal on the part of the Churches themselves and of every individual Christian, 


The agreements reached were recorded in a series of working propositions which 
togethcr with the addresses given, will be sent out to similar ecumenical groups 
engaged in re-thinking the Christian message for today. 


The conference expressed the desire that such international conferences of 
Christian politicians should become an annual feature, HeP.O. Geneva 
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GANTT ANT . . 7 . ~ 84 ‘ . 
SUOTLAND Council Meeting of the United Bible Societies 


Tue Council meeting of the United Bible Societies was held at Dunblane, Scot- 
land, from June 1-5, with Bishop Berggrav in the chair, Sixteen of the seventeen 
National Bible Societies who are embers of the United Bible Socictics were repre= 
serited ab the conference end two new members were accepted; the Federation of 
Swiss Bible Societies, represented by Pastors Rudolf Vollenweider and Hermann 
Witschi from Basle and the Federation of Evangelical Bible Societies in Germany re- 
presented by Pastor Bode ef Hanover and Dr Martin NiemBller, 


The Agenda included a review of world needs, The representatives of India, 
China, South America and Germany were called upon to give an account of the condi- 
tions and needs of their respective countries, 


The Bible Societies hope to be able to produce from 20 to 25 million copies of 
the Scriptures in the course of the present year, But this preduction figure is 
far from covering the needs expressed. 


Several resolutions were adopted as a result of the various reports presented 
to the Council on the problems of Adult Education, the Translation of the Scriptures, 
Freedom to Distribute the Bible, and the orgmisation and activity of the United 
Bible Societies. 


The Council resolved to publish a quarterly "United Bible Societies Bulletin" 
which will include sections dealing’ with all the problems of interest to the Bible 
Societies, particularly the questions of translation, literacy amd home propaganda 


ef the Bible Societies, HeP.o Geneva 
FRANCE Declaration of the Synod of the Reformed Church 


The Synod of the Reformed Church of France, which met at Grenoble on May 29-31, 
is faced by a number of facts and calls "in which - says the Declaration - it 
thinks it can discern the voice of God, 


"We think that the Church must speak to the world about the problems of war and 
peace which are torturing so many consciences today. We share the distress of many 
French Christians in face of the colonial conflicts of our time, We are moved by 
profound distress when we think of the war which has just broken out in Palestine, 
at a time when the Jewish people - after so many centuries of persecution - are 
endeavouring to find fresh ways of life, We believe that the World Assembly at 
Amsterdam will offer the Churches an opportunity of talking together, and that 
this will be a grace and a call from God. 


-"In this situation, we feel called upon to remember that the Church awaits the 
final establishment of the Kingdom- of peace and love only through God, through the 
glorious return of Christ. We are also forced to remember that the preaching of 
the sole Word of reconciliation - that of the Cross of Christ, - the witness of 
the sole absolute sovereignty - that of the Living Christ, - and the prophetic wit- 
ness of the Kingdom to come, can only be proclaimed in this world by concrete en- 
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is(csnleleyy without claiming to deal with all the questions by which we are faced 
today, we think we ought to make the following Declarations; 


"1. We cannot solve the problem of the use of force in an abstract and general 
way; but we recognise that war is always a manifestation of human sin and of the 
failure of human justice. We declare that the Church must retain full communion 
with those of our members who refuse to have anything to do with violence; and we 
ask; 


"That the Church should be on its guard against being led astray by conformity 
with nationalistic ideas; That our foreign policy may be such as to promote real 
justice. 


"2. We express our suffering and humiliation in face of the conflicts which are 
going on in the French Empire - conflicts for which we all share the responsibility. 
We accuse ourselves for not having preached the Gospel of Justice and Love in all 
places and to all people. We call the Churches to fresh loyalty in prayer for 
peace within our frontiers; and we ask our Government to consider carefully the 
means which it employs and to take the risks of a generous policy. 


"3. We are spiritually one with the people of Israel and we scnd them a fratern- 
al message. Although we do not believe that the establishment of the Jewish people 
in Palestine will solve the mystery of their election, we are revolted that the 
Jewish State has been attacked (while it is still hardly constituted), and that 
this conflict is being exploited by rival imperialisms; and we ask our Government 
to do everything in its power to protect the Jewish pcople against war. 


"Realising the fallibility of 211 human pronouncements, we submit our Declara- 


tion to the judgment and grace of God,!! HeP.S.Geneva 
BULGARTA News of the Orthodox Church 


Since the separation of Church and State, including the separation of Church 
and school, the Bulgarim Orthodox Church has had to contend with fresh difficul- 
ties, because it is faced by new tasks, But both in the broad sections of the 
population and in educated circles, in spite of the tendencies of left-wing groups 
towards secularism and materialism, there is a noticeable increase in church 
attendance, For instance, a Protestant weekly newspaper recently described the 
crowds who attended the Orthodox churches in Sofia at Easter time. 


Since religious instruction.has been removed from the school curriculum, the 
Orthodbx Church is trying to replace it by setting up its own Sunday schools - a 
difficult task because it is a completely new line for the Church, It means over- 
Goning many inhibitions and obstacles, which are complained of in the church press. 


Important evangelisation is done by the Christian Orthodox Brotherhoods, asso- 
ciations for Christian education and social work under the auspices cf the Church, 
There were 1,107 of these brotherhoods in Bulgaria in 1947. 
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‘This year the Theological Faculty of Sofia University celebrates its 25th 
anniversary. In addition to this Faculty the Bulgarian Orthodox Church supports 
two other religious seminaries in Sofia and Philippopel, and a theological institute 
in & monastery, ; 


_Olng to the prevailing shortage of paper, some of the Orthodox newspapers and 
periodicals have had to reduce their circulation, and the publication of religious 
books is alsc heavily curtailed; but in spite of this the Church is still fairly 
active in literary work, Ecunenical qestions and ecumenical information are 
published in the church press, and in the theological: papers, Dr Stephan Zankow, 
who is well-known in ecumenical circles, is devoting himself to this task. He 
writes regularly in "The Church Messenger" (the organ of the Holy Synod) and in 
"Spiritual Culture" (the theological journal) on questions concerning the Ecumenic~ 


al Church, - #,P,5.Geneva 
GERMANY Meeting of Christian Journalists 


"Christianity and world publicity" was the leading theme of the meeting of 
Christian journalists, who met in Goslar from May 9 to 22, at the invitation of 
the Association of Evangelical Authors and Journalists, One of the chief aims of 
this Association, is to arrange a new exchange of opinions and experiences with 
Christian journalists from abroad, The conference was characterised by the part- 
icipation of guests from Denmark, Switzerland, France, England and the United 
States. The World Council of Churches was represented by Dr Frederick E, Reissig, 
who is public relations officer for the Assembly at Amsterdam, 


Pastor Menn, head of the Ecumenical Centre in Frankfurt, gave a report at this 
conference, describing the spiritual concerns which are to be discussed at the 
Assembly. Dr Reissig spoke about the preparations for Amsterdam through publicity 
in the press, cinema and wireless, The practical discussion which followed was 
led by Dr F. LUpsen of the "Evangelical Press Service" at Bethel=Bielefeld, who 
Will also attend the Assembly at Amsterdam. 


In addition to the official lectures, the ensuing discussions and the person- 
al contact between the delegates, a number of practical decisions were taken at 
conference, These decisions were concerned with international cooperation in the 
exchange of press information and important literature, and the invitation and 
sending of delegates to similar conferences for ecumenical cooperation, The 
question of an international exchange of young Christian editors was also discussed. 
Within the Association of Fyangelical Authors and Journalists itself the questions 
connected with increasing the circulation of the evangelical press were urgently 
discussed, An Institute of Research for Publicity has been opened in GUttingen, 
which will be supported by the Association of Evangelical Authors and Journalists 


and by the Evangelical Press Association for Germany. EeP.S, Geneva 
DENMARK Study Conference 


The Ecumenical Council in Denmark has decided to organise a study conference 
for pastors and youth leaders from the European countries from September 10 to 
October 10, 1948. ‘The purpose of the conference is to give an opportunity for 
discussing problems of common interest and for mutual understanding beyond nation- 
al’ and confessional borders. 'E,P.S. Geneva 
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